
November 12, 2019 SEAC Meeting 

 
 

I. Introductions and Purpose:  

 

All members of SEAC were present at the meeting except for Vickie Campbell and 

Michelle Crook.  

 

II. Glows: 

 

Dr. Chen asked if any member had a glow about his or her school that he or she would 

like to share with the members. The following responses were received: 

 

Jeff Hollandsworth shared that Troutville Elementary School had a Veteran’s Days 

Ceremony.  

 

Jana Heck from Buchanan Elementary School shared that they would be having a 

Veteran’s Potluck Dinner this evening and a special program honoring Veteran’s. 

 

Kristy Martin from Greenfield Elementary School stated that they had a Veteran’s 

Breakfast and Assembly that was organized by their student leaders. 

 

Anne Swandby shared that Breckenridge Elementary School was hosting STEAM Night 

tonight. They also had a Veteran’s Day Program. They had a Walk-a-thon coming up on 

Friday. Dr. Chen also came to her class to talk about China. 

 

Angela Gentry spoke on behalf of Lord Botetourt High School and stated that the Girls 

and Boys Cross Country team qualified for States. 

 

Melissa Amos shared that Lord Botetourt High School was happy to announce that their 

Football and Volleyball teams were undefeated this season. The Golf team and Cheer 

team had also gone to States. There was also a Veteran’s Day program held at the 

school. 

 

Jennifer Anderson shared that James River High School currently had Japenese guests 

at their school, two students and one teacher. 

 

Chris Zalewski from BTEC shared the following information for each department in the 

school: 



 

Virginia Teachers for Tomorrow students are learning how to prepare and plan lessons 

to be used in their classrooms. Each student is starting their second rotation in their field 

experience part of the class. 

 

Work-Based Learning students are doing well in their current jobs. The students 

currently work for over 50 companies in our area and are receiving training in many 

areas. 

 

The Auto body students completed their first customer’s vehicle and the customer was 

very happy. The students are currently working on a truck for a student and will be 

getting ready to paint another vehicle for a customer.  

 

Vet Tech students have been helping out at Angels of Assisi rescue farm, also called 

Harmony Farm. The farm is a haven for farm animals who have been neglected or 

abused. Currently the farm has around 300 animals. 

 

The Building Trade students will be delivering cat houses to residences in Fincastle to 

give shelter for street cars as a community service.  

 

The Criminal Justice I students have had numerous guest speakers to include Chris 

Levering, Roanoke Police Forensic Technician, a Representative of Troutville Fire and 

Rescue, Carly Warf, Nurse at Botetourt-Craig Jail, Deputy Scofield, Resource Officer for 

BTEC and CAMS and Tyler Cook, Botetourt County Sheriff’s Office Animal Control 

Officer. 

 

The Criminal Justice II students had 4 trips to the Botetourt County Circuit Court, and 2 

trips to the Sheriff’s Office. They also had guest speakers to include Ben Lokey, Virginia 

Department of Corrections Institutional Investigator and Craig Arms and Chad Robbins 

from Virginia Department of Corrections Gang Specialists. 

 

The Nurse Aide 2 students have ordered their scrubs and will begin their clinical 

rotations in January 2020.  

 

The Welding Department hosted American Welding Society welding competition. 

Students from BTEC placed second overall. Welding I and II both had the opportunity to 

tour the Altec Facility and attend an informational meeting with the HR Department, 

current employees and former BTEC graduates. 

 

Jessica Yates from Read Mountain Middle School shared that they had a very 

successful Veteran’s Day program with about 80 veteran’s in attendance. Exercise bikes 

have been added to the library and relaxation corner. Students are also allowed to eat 

lunch in the library. 

 



Erica Furlong stated that Central Academy Middle School had been featured by WDBS. 

The school had a Veteran’s Day Assembly and breakfast.  

 

Dr. Chen shared with the members that Safety Learning Walks had taken place during 

the first week of November and that she appreciated the Safe Schools Task Force for 

their efforts to make our schools a safer place. 

 

Dr. Chen also thanked everyone for their feedback regarding Insurance and hoped that 

everyone had taken advantage of the insurance sessions and found them to be very 

helpful.  Jennifer Alderson said that after the session the staff at James River High 

School had found a lot of errors on Anthem and their billing. She said that the majority 

were not happy with the representative that was there to speak to staff. She said that her 

staff at James River would like to see the School Board shop around for different carriers 

beside Anthem. Dr. Chen stated that she would ask JoAnne Dester and Jill Green to 

assist the staff at James River High School with the errors they are finding with Anthem. 

Erica Furlong from Central Academy said that she felt that the sessions were not well 

explained as far as insurance. Angela Gentry from BTEC stated that staff is not used to 

having to shop around for better pricing of different procedures. In the past the doctors 

just told you where to go and that is where you went and no questions asked.  

 

Ms Gentry also asked where we were with the ACI contract. She said that they seem to 

not be as quick to respond to calls for repairs. Dr. Chen stated that she would speak to 

Ben Irvin, Director of Operations. 

 

Dr. Chen stated that she is currently working on the Capital Improvement Plan, 

Operating Budget, Technology Replacement Plan, Playground Replacement Plan, 

Security Plan and Transportation Plan.  

 

It was also brought to Dr. Chen’s attention that there is a need for Substitutes. Dr. Chen 

stated that she would talk with Jill Green and see what can be done to hire more 

substitutes. She said that she knows that the pay is not where it needs to be, and she 

will be looking at this for Substitutes and Instructional Assistants. 

 

Another issue that was brought to Dr. Chen was the need for a stricter Truancy Policy for 

Elementary Schools. Dr. Chen stated that she would speak to Debi Nemec, Supervisor 

of Instruction regarding this.  

 

The 2020-2021 Calendar was presented to the Committee with Options I and II. Dr. 

Womack explained the details of the calendar to staff. Dr. Chen also reminded staff that 

these have not been approved by the Board but will be presented to them. Dr. Chen 

asked which calendar the staff preferred, and it was a hands down vote for Option II.  

 



Dr. Chen asked the members if anyone would be interested in serving on her Insurance 

Committee. Melissa Amos, Jennifer Alderson, and Angela Gentry all stated that they 

would like to serve. 

 

Chris Zalewski also shared that the Troutville Fire Department has initiated a scholarship 

program. They intend to award a scholarship to one student at LBHS and one student at 

JRHS beginning in May 20, 2020. They are unsure of the amount at this time. The 

scholarship will be open to all graduating seniors who intend to pursue a degree that will 

lead to a career as a first responder. 

 

No other member had anything to share with the committee. 

 

III. Conclusion 

 

There were no further questions or items to discuss. The meeting was adjourned at 4:41 

p.m. 

 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, December 10, 2019 at 3:30 p.m. in the School 

Board Office. Cookies will be served.  


